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Stone Row consists of two stone buildings forming a row, 2^ stories 

in height, and fronting directly onto the sidewalk. The stone 

buildings were formerly separated by a twenty foot space; through 

this opening passed a drive giving access to the Missouri River 

behind the building. In the space between the stone sections at 

about the tine of the Civil War was built a 2-|- story brick structure 

(Ho. 322 South liain Street), similar in form and proportions to 

the stone buildings on either side, but not included in this 

National Register nomination forn. The roof ridges run parallel 

to the sidewalk, and the roof is broken by narrow dormer windows, 

probably later additions.

The north unit of the row was built by Thomas Lindsay, a Scotch 

slave owner who lived above I.'o. 318. The stonework of the north 

and south units varies sufficiently tc indicate that they were 

built at different tines, or by different stone cutters and rrasons. 

Slave labor was used to construct the row. (Edna ifcSlhiney Olson, 

correspondence with rissouri State Park Board, July 21, 1957.) 

Chimneys of the two units r.lso differ, with connected double end 

chimneys in the south unit and original end chimney in the north 

unit projecting at the roof ridge.

Windows and doors in both units have large, cut Hires tone lintels 

of uniform size. The stonework of No. Slli (see accompanying 

photographs) accentuates the corner. Cornice of modillicn blocks 

and dentil course with a drop egg under each dentil runs across 

entire facade including the later brick section. Although these 

elements are used consistently, there is a slight variance in 

their application in each unit. Thin limestone slabs form coping 

on gable ends. Stone arches at present sidewalk level may be 

caps of for:ier or existing cellar openings.

The buildings are presently in fair condition. The wooden stairs 

and galleries at the rear are deteriorating. The interiors are 

in need of extensive repair, and there is a slight sag in the roof.
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These buildings, dating from the ear IT settlement of St. Charles, 

are significant architecturally a d historically for their age 

and degree of survival with original form and material largely- 

intact. Visually the row xorns an appealing group consistent 

in forri, scale and the use of materials. The historic importance 

of the row is enhanced by the survival of several manuscript 

documents relating to the earliest occupants; these are maintained 

in a private St. Charles collection.

From Thonas Lindsay, builder of the north section, has come down 

the building permit, dated 181$, giving permission to construct 

Kos. 31i, 316, and 313 of the stone building, and church records 

pertaining to his fair.ily and wealth.'

Ho. 330 was operated as a tailor shop by John lilley, who also 

served as St. Charles Postmaster and who operated the post office 

out of the building frora July lit, 1326 to April h, 1336. A 

record boo',: fron his tailor shop also survives, listing his 

accounts fron October 5, 1818 to July 13, 1826; this docunent 

is valuable for the insight it gives into local econory, mer 

chandising and fashion of the period.^

Mrs. Sdna :-icElhincy Olson, private archive, 12$ North Fifth 

Street, St. Charles, :iissouri 63301.

o
Ibid., Presbyterian Church, Session Book I, September 1818, 

to I81j6, St. Charles, lassouri.

-'Ibid. Mrs. Clson's archive.
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Olson, Mrs. Edna McElhiney, private archive, 125 North Fifth Street, 
St. Charles, Missouri 63301. 

, Correspondence with Missouri State Park Board, July and
September, 1967.
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"Stone Row"

314-330 South Main Street 

St. Charles, Missouri

St. Charles Cgunty

St. Charles Quadrangle 

"—I 7.5 minute series -, •

Ouadran., 

Man "St. Charles" (1954) 

Scale 1:24.000
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